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SERGEI STEPNIAK
BY
PriNnceE PETER KROPOTKIN

Sergei Stepniak occupies one of the most prominent
places among the heroes that the Russian Revolution-
ary movement has produced.

He was only 20 years old when he resigned from
hig position as an artillery officer in the Russian army.
At that time he already took an active part in the
Tchaikofsky group; and there I met him for the first
time in 1872, together with Sophia Perofskaya and
others who have since then either been executed or have
died in the prisons or in exile. At that time Stepniak
was already well loved by everybody in the group for
his bravery and his fidelity to the cause, as well as for
his wonderfully simple and clean character.

He was one of the pioneers who decided to “go to
the people.” Disguised as a laborer, he mingled
among the peasants in the villages. At the beginning
of the so-called “terrorist” movement he was one of its
pioneers and heroes.

His English essays about Russia — and there are
seven volumes of them — are full of intense love for
the peasantry and hatred for its oppressors. His
“Underground Russia”, a book deseribing the revolu-
tionary propaganda amongst the Russian peasants,
made a great impression in the world of literature.
He was an ardent believer in the revolutionary move-
ment among the masses; and while the submissive
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