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MUTUAL AID
AMONG THE BARBARIANS

It is not possible to study primitive mankind without being deeply
impressed by the sociability it has displayed since its very first steps
in life. Traces of human societies are found in the relics of both
the oldest and the later stone-age; and, when we come to observe
the savages whose manners of life are still those of neolithic man,
we find them closely bound together by an extremely ancient clan
organisation which enables them to combine their individually weak
forces, to enjoy life in common, and to progress. Man is no exception
in natare. He also is subject to the great principle of Mutual Aid
which grants the best chances of survival to those who best support
each other in the struggle for life. These were the conclusions
arrived at in a previous study.!

However, as soon as we come to a higher stage of civilisation, and
refer to history which already has something to say about that stage,
we are bewildered by the struggles and conflicts which it reveals.
The old bonds seem entirely to be broken. Stems are seen to fight
against stems, tribes against tribes, individuals against individuals;
and out of this chaotic contest of hostile forces, mankind issues
divided into castes, enslaved to despots, separated into States always
ready to wage war against each other. And, with this history of
mankind in his hands, the pessimist philosopher triumphantly con-
cludes that warfare and oppression are the very essence of human
nature; that the warlike and predatory instincts of man can only be
restrained within certain limits by a strong authority which enforces
peace and thus gives an opportunity to the few and nobler ones to
prepare a better life for humanity in times to come.

And yet, as soon as the every-day life of man during the his-
torical period is submitted to a closer analysis—and so it has been,
of late, by many patient students of very early institutions—it
appears at once under quite a different aspect. Leaving aside the
preconceived ideas of most historians and their pronounced pre-
dilection for the dramatic aspects of history, we see that the very
documents they habitually peruse are such as to exaggerate the
part of human life given to struggles and to underrate its peaceful
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