FINLAND: A RISING NATIONALITY.

NATIONAL questions are not in vogue now in Europe. After having so
much exercised the generation of 48, they seem to be now in neglect.
The poor results of a movement which caused so many illusions ; the
new problems that are coming to the front—the social problem taking
the precedence of all; the prominence recently given to the ideas of
unification and centralisation above those of-territorial independence
and federalism, by the sudden growth of a powerful military State
in middle Europe,—all these have helped to repel into the background
those questions of national independence which seemed to constitute
the very essence of the history of Europe during the first half of our
century. Faith in national programmes, formerly so firm, has been
much shaken by the events of the last few years. Italian unity has
not improved the lot of the lower classes of the Peninsula, and they
have now to bear the burden of a State endeavouring to conquer a
place among the great Powers. The formerly oppressed Hungary is
oppressing in her turn the Sclavonic populations under her rule.
The last Polish insurrection was crushed rather by the agrarian
measures of the Russian Government than by its armies and scaffolds;
and the heroi¢ uprisings of the small nationalities of the Balkan
Peninsula have merely made them tools in the hands of the diplo-
macy of their powerful neighbours. Moreover, the nationalist move-
ments which are stil in progress in Europe, are mostly confined to
the remoter borders of the Continent, to populations which are
almost unknown to old Europe and which cannot be realised by the
general public otherwise than in the shape of loose agglomerations
of shepherds, or robbers, unused to political organisation. They
cannot therefore excite the same interest nor awake the same sym-
pathies as the former uprisings of Greece, of Italy, of Hungary.
Notwithstanding all this, national questions are as real in Europe
as ever, and it would be as unwise to shut our eyes to them as to
deny their importance. Of course we know now that ¢national pro-
blems’ are not identical with the ¢ people’s problems;’ that the ac-
quisition of political independence still leaves unachieved the eco-
nomical independence of the labouring and wealth-producing classes.
We can even say that a national movement which does not include
in itg platform the demand for an economical change advantageous to
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